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Introduction  

ƷCahercalla Community Hospital & Hospice 
provides three healthcare services under 
one roof: Nursing Home, Hospice Care and 
Day Surgery. The hospital consists of 129 
beds divided as follows:  

Ʒ 103 bed nursing/convalescence unit.    

Ʒ 10 bed hospice.  

Ʒ 7 bed step down hospice. 

Ʒ  9 bed day surgery/outpatient.  



Introduction  
ƷThe hospital is built on a 13 acre site just on the 

outskirts of Ennis. There are approx. 120 people 
employed between full-time and part -time staff  

  



Introduction  

ƷA constant supply of heat and hot water is 
required.  

ƷBefore the woodchip boiler heat was 
supplied by two 350Kw Buderus oil boilers.  

ƷThese boilers have been retained and are 
used as a secondary back up heat supply. 



How it all began  

ƷWe first considered a biomass boiler after 
we were approached by the Clare Wood 
Energy Project in 2006. 

ƷWe had very little knowledge  of Wood Heat 
or Woodchip Boilers 

 



How it all began 

ƷTrip to Sweden 2006 with the Clare wood 
Energy Group.  

 

ƷWent to visit a number of installations in 
Ireland 



Design Stage 

ƷMuch of the design work was done by the 
Clare Wood Energy Team e.g. size of 
boiler/location etc.  

ƷWe engaged our own mechanical engineer 
to work out how the Woodchip Boiler would 
integrate with our existing system.  



Design Stage 

ƷWe looked at various types of woodchip 
delivery systems.  

   Because the location of the boiler house so 
close to the hospital we chose a 143m³  silo 

with a bucket fed conveyor  

 

ƷThis delivery system has worked well 



Design Stage 

 




